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City of Dunkirk Planning Board Meeting 
Minutes- Thursday, September 30th, 2021 @ 4:00PM 
 

Consent Agenda:  
 

Meeting date: September 30th, 2021 called to order by Chairman Chris Piede at 4:04pm in Mayor’s 

Conference Room 

 

Present: 
● E.J. Hayes- Secretary of the Planning Board 

● Chris Piede- Planning Board Chairman  

● Andy Bohn- Planning Board Member 

● John Mackowiak- Planning Board Member 

● Ed Schober- Planning Board Member 

 

Also Present: 

● Glenn Christner – Building Inspector 

● Rich Morrisroe – City Attorney 

● Ivy Rivera – Psychic Academy 

● Paul Casey – Psychic Academy 

 

 

Acceptance of April and June 2021 Meeting Minutes 

 

Andy Bohn motioned to accept the minutes as presented, Seconded by John Mackowiak All voted Aye. 

Motion passed 5-0 

 

New Business: 

 

 

Site Plan Review – Ivy League Psychic Academy – 43 West 4th Street – Paul Casey & Ivy Rivera 

 

EJ Hayes: 

This is a site plan review for the new Ivy League Psychic Academy. I’m just going to defer to Glenn real quick 

just to give us some background on why they're here with us. 

 

Glenn Christner: 

The property is in our zoning district and there’s a school that, with modifications, can make full use of the site 

plan and apply for dorming purposes and they’re not make any changes to the property.   

 

Andy Bohn: 

Do they have to go, or did they have to go through zoning, or they did not have to? 

 

Glenn Christner: 

No, they did not have to because houses of worship and schools hold authorization prior. 

 

Chris Piede:  

I believe it was a business prior. 
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Glenn Christner: 

Right, it's been vacant for many years.  

 

EJ Hayes: 

In your packets is the application, or the site plan review. The site plan that was submitted and then the photos 

that we got, after this site plan application that include the proposed signage that they'd like to do at the 

location. Ivy or Paul who would like to speak, ask questions or both of you?  

 

Ivy Rivera: 

Well, I mean I can speak but Paul takes care of the paperwork so it might end up being him more than me. 

 

Chris Piede: 

Would you like to explain what changes?  What you're going to be doing possibly?  

 

Ivy Rivera: 

What changes am I making? Well, you know at this point for the signage really nothing. The signage outside is 

going to be a replacement of what was there with the business name. So, business itself is really a school or 

church but more of a spiritual school at a church, then I run a psychic mediumship business, we have like 

psychic readings and stuff like that. The house is being restored but I don't plan to make any major changes to 

it, we are not adding on or tearing down, we are not doing anything with the parking lot, just refreshing 

everything.   

 

John Mackowiak: 

What kind of services would you be providing? 

 

Ivy Rivera: 

So it's classes for the school and Sunday service for the church, and its readings and psychic fairs. 

 

John Mackowiak: 

How big are the classes and services? 

 

Ivy Rivera: 

I have some limitations here; I mean I have had events that have had 800 plus people and I’ve also had events 

in different spaces with 100 people so it really depends. 

 

Ed Schober: 

And Glenn is it based on what we approve? Is that based on what her occupancy will be? 

 

Glenn Christner: 

Yes, I did a fire inspection and I made an inspection of the property and the basement. 

 

 

Andy Bohn: 

So if we're looking at the actual site plan in there, other than signage, there really isn't anything that's 

happening on the site plan. 

 

Ivy Rivera: 

I don’t believe so for today, I think I just need to get my signage done. 
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John Mackowiak: 

Would you say that the noise levels will be low? 

 

 

 

Ivy Rivera: 

It’s pretty quiet, I mean preferably no children. You know, these are classes. Church is quiet, everything's 

pretty quiet, I mean the psychic fairs can get fun, but I wouldn't say they're loud. 

 

John Mackowiak: 

Can you state the hours of business?  

 

Ivy Rivera: 

Well, they change so it depends on the classes which is kind of my signage issue. You know I wanted to have 

classes running across the marquee but I understand that I probably can't do that, or I want to replace the other 

light structure. So, whenever classes are running, events are running, they would change depending on that.  

 

John Mackowiak: 

Any flashing? 

 

Ivy Rivera: 

Well, it wouldn’t be flashing as much as it would be running. You know like at the bottom of the news, when 

you watch the news and they have other news running at the bottom? It would be changing images but it 

wouldn’t be anything super flashy. However, if I can’t have that, one of those old light up signs that you switch 

out the plastic letters would be fine. I did talk to a guy who does something like that so it would be a sort of 

modern version of that, so I would only have to change it out on errors. it’s a running red-light sort of thing, 

where it says things on the bottom.   

 

That’s what I would like to have, like if I could have the light up sign where I would have to change the letters 

every day, if I could have a runner that would help a lot too but they’d both be during official hours. 

 

Chris Piede: 

So this is a status sign with the name on it and a light behind it, right outside and there will be something 

perhaps on the bottom of it? 

 

Ivy Rivera: 

Yup, if that's all I can get and can't do a marquee, I would prefer to replace the old light up sign with my own 

light up sign and if I can get a runner, like your saying, whatever they’re called, that would help a lot. So, 

really, you're supposed to be looking at four signs, I'm not sure what pictures you have but there's an awning, 

there's the older one I brought up a second ago and there's a normal sign that will be put right there on the right 

and then there's the yellow light sign. 

 

Glenn Christner: 

The LED light signs are not permitted, that's something that the Zoning Board would have to look at.  

 

Ed Schober 

Thank you Glenn for providing the clarity there, if they want to pursue the running LED sign, they'll have to go 

to the zoning board before it comes to us.  
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Ivy Rivera:  

Even if I'm replacing what they had with the same identical idea?  

 

 

Andy Bohn: 

Well, this signage is approvable from us, it just would be if you wanted to do the running LED sign, you would 

have to go to the Zoning Board. 

 

Ivy Rivera: 

Okay, so I'll just deal with that at a later date and take care of things one at a time.  

 

John Mackowiak: 

There is no issue with the panel sign, if it's not good? or?    

 

Chris Piede: 

I think that it's pretty consistent. 

 

John Mackowiak: 

Okay, great. 

 

Andy Bohn: 

Based on the photo and layout, I make a motion to approve the signage and site plans. 

 

Motion to Approve: 

 

Andy Bohn motioned to accept the signage and site plan as presented, Seconded by John Mackowiak All voted 

Aye. Motion passed 4-0 

 

 

Old Business: 

 

None 

 

 

Adjournment:  

 

Motion to Adjourn by Andy Bohn, Seconded by Ed Schober. All voted Aye. 

Meeting adjourned at 4:23pm 


